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Trust, But Verify  

 

On Tuesday, in another state’s jurisdiction, it was announced that a significant number of mail ballots returned 

by voters were unable to be scanned due to a printing error by its vendor. The problem was discovered shortly 

after canvassing began on Election Day in that state. 

 

That county’s Board of Elections explained the incorrect printing happened after elections staff had approved 

the vendor’s test ballots, which had the correct ID code and had scanned properly. 

 

While Clay County Elections Office can certainly empathize with this story, we do have several advantages in 

place to prevent this issue. 

 

In Clay County, we code or create our own election files, and subsequently our ballots in house, and are the 

only source from which any ballot is created. The test ballots are used and validated through every part of the 

process. We also randomly sample ballots from all our production methods- including our Ballot on Demand 

printers (used during in person voting), ExpressVote (ADA) machines, and Vote by Mail ballots, to use in 

pretesting and Logic and Accuracy testing. 

 

The biggest difference is that state’s law doesn’t allow mail ballots to be opened until after 7 AM on Election 

Day. Florida law states Vote by Mail ballots can begin being processed once we’ve completed the Logic and 

Accuracy Test. Any anomalies or errors can be identified far in advance of Election Day and gives us plenty of 

time to make corrections and alert voters to any problems.  

 

We do our absolute best to minimize the chance of errors, but they can happen. However, having the time to 

find a potential problem and, more importantly, to correct it, gives Clay County a distinct advantage. 

 

If you have questions, or need more information, call our office at (904) 269-6350 or visit ClayElections.gov 

your source for verified election information, for #TrustedInfo2022 

 

This and all press releases can be found at www.ClayElections.gov 
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Florida’s Election Law Has a Big Advantage   
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